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	April 17–23, 2025



ITHRA SAUDI FILM FESTIVAL
11TH EDITION - FACT SHEET



ABOUT ITHRA 

The King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture (Ithra) is a leading cultural destination in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. The center focuses on enriching people’s lives by offering impactful cultural and creative programs and initiatives. Since its opening in 2018, Ithra has become a distinguished architectural landmark which houses the Idea Lab, Library, Theater, Museum, Cinema, Great Hall, Energy Exhibit, Children’s Museum and Knowledge Tower. 

ABOUT THE SAUDI FILM FESTIVAL

The Saudi Film Festival is a cultural and cinematic event organized by the Cinema Association in strategic partnership with the King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture (Ithra), and supported by the Saudi Film Commission. The Festival presents a wide range of programming focused on the film sector, including screenings, training workshops, cultural seminars, advanced lessons, a production market, and a project pitching competition.

As the oldest film festival in the Kingdom, the Saudi Film Festival is the largest gathering of Saudi and Gulf filmmakers. Since its launch in 2008, it has offered a vital platform for local filmmakers to screen their films, develop scripts, engage in educational programs, and connect with fellow creatives to collaborate on future projects.

The Festival also gives cinephiles the opportunity to engage directly with key players in Saudi Arabia’s film industry and to access independent films that are not available through mainstream commercial cinema.

Over the years, the Festival has earned a reputation as the go-to destination for Saudi and Gulf filmmakers seeking to launch their careers.


COLLABORATION WITH THE CINEMA ASSOCIATION

Ithra’s strategic partnership with the Cinema Association, which started in 2014, has helped shape the Festival’s legacy as a launchpad for Saudi creatives. As the founding organizer, the Cinema Association curates the Festival’s competitions, screenings, and programming. The collaboration, and the impact of Saudi Film Festival on filmmaking in the Kingdom, support Ithra’s mission to enrich people’s lives through impactful cultural and creative initiatives. 


2025 THEME: CINEMA OF IDENTITY
This year’s theme explores the intersection of storytelling and identity — how films reflect, shape, and question personal, cultural, and collective narratives. The program includes a cultural seminar on architecture and identity and 12 Arab and international shorts in collaboration with Clermont-Ferrand International Short Film Festival.
Topics span heritage, urban transformation, migration, memory, and social change.
FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS

· 68 curated screenings across competitive and special programs
· 36 Saudi and GCC films, including 8 narrative features, 21 shorts, and 7 documentaries
· 12 parallel screenings by Saudi filmmakers outside the competition program
· 12 Arab and international short films presented in collaboration with Clermont-Ferrand International Short Film Festival
· 8 Japanese films featured in the “Spotlight on Japanese Cinema” program
· Premieres including Siwar by Osama Alkhuraiji and Adjourned by Mohammad Al-Mujaybel
· Films representing 20 countries, spanning the Arab world, Asia, and beyond
· Over 700 submissions received across all programs:
· 285 films
· 116 production market projects
· 313 unproduced screenplays
SELECTED NARRATIVE FILMS IN COMPETITION 
· Hobal – Abdulaziz Alshlahi
· My Driver and I – Khaled Fahad
· Thuqoub – Abdullah Al-Khamees
· Fakher Al-Suwaidi – Musab Alamri
· Anaashed Adam – Ali AlSumayni
· Es’aaf – Ziyad AlOfi
· Behind the Mountains – Mohamed Ben Attia
· Adjourned by Mohammad Al-Mujaybel



IN ITS 11th EDITION, THE FESTIVAL OFFERS THE FOLLOWING:

Red Carpet: Meet the Celebrities
The festival welcomes guests on the red carpet during the opening and closing ceremonies and celebrates the filmmakers participating in its 11th edition with daily official photoshoots and media interviews. It also offers the public the opportunity to meet attending stars and take pictures with them throughout the festival.
Panel Discussions
The festival organizes a series of cultural and educational seminars with film industry experts, representatives from local and global organizations, and movie stars throughout the festival days.

Masterclasses
The festival organizes a series of talks with local and global specialized experts who have practical experience in the film industry. These talks focus on a specific topic, where the hosted expert alongside shares their personal experience in the industry as a model.


Meet the Experts
Short, curated sessions pairing filmmakers with hand-picked professionals across disciplines including distributors, producers, and critics. These one-on-one meetings offer tailored guidance, industry insights, and creative troubleshooting in a dynamic, fast-paced setting

A Day with an Expert

Short and timed one-on-one sessions bring together filmmaking experts with filmmakers, producers, distributors, and industry professionals. Held on a structured schedule, these sessions ensure maximum benefit in a fast-paced, interactive environment that opens new horizons for collaboration. They also provide opportunities to expand professional networks, exchange experiences, and receive specialized consultations. Participants can connect directly with selected experts from the festival, enhancing opportunities for growth and creativity in the world of cinema.


The Private Pitching Room
[bookmark: _jbs7omqjgk4o][bookmark: _q5rsbp1cm4or][bookmark: _xr4drsenb0js][bookmark: _xwzp1rr5zgrt][bookmark: _9el969mbr1id][bookmark: _h2lgqge12wt8]A dedicated opportunity space at the Saudi Film Festival, available on a first-come, first-served basis for individuals with projects at any stage of development, production, or post-production. Participants get to pitch their projects to a panel of experts who are collaborating with and invited by the festival, ensuring an organized and approved process.

[bookmark: _Hlk195636279]Spotlight on Japanese Cinema 
All eight curated Japanese films are screening for the first time:
· Eight curated Japanese films, all screening for the first time in Saudi Arabia.
· Four of them are short Japanese films presented in partnership with Short Shorts Film Festival & Asia, including KABURAGI, The New World, TOMA #2, and Blue and White. 
· Two feature films include River Return (2024) by award-winning director Masakazu Kaneko and Uzumasa Limelight (2014) by Ken Ochiai.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Ken Ochiai, director of Uzumasa Limelight and jury president of the short film competition, will participate in a Q&A exploring samurai drama and identity following his film’s screening (April 22).
· Masakazu Kaneko, director of River Returns (2024), will lead a masterclass marking the film’s first-ever screening in Saudi Arabia & participate in a Q&A following his film’s screening (April 18). 
· The Mountain Head and Extremely Short are the two remaining animated films by renowned Japanese animation director Koji Yamamura. He will give a masterclass on the day of screening his films (April 19). 
· There will also be a cultural seminar on April 19 exploring Japanese films in global cinema, with special guest appearance by Naoko Tajima, Japanese director, artist, and creative collaborator.

Production Market

The production market is a vibrant platform that brings together filmmakers, producers, financiers and talents from Saudi Arabia and around the world. This market serves as an opportunity for exchanging ideas, networking and marketing film projects, where competing film projects are showcased alongside funding and co-production opportunities. This creative environment aims to enhance the film industry in Saudi Arabia and encourage interaction and collaboration among artists, producers and investors in the cinema field. The event hosts 22 exhibitors and features book signing events, cultural seminars and advanced masterclasses.
Film Screenings

In its 11th edition, the Saudi Film Festival presents a selection of Saudi and GCC films with the aim of supporting emerging filmmakers and fostering connections among them. It also features international and Arab films that align with the festival's theme, "Cinema of Identity," to showcase global filmmaking experiences as a model for inspiration and learning.
Book signing 

Dialogue sessions with the authors of the Saudi Cinema Encyclopedia Initiative books, a collection of informative and cultural publications on cinema that enrich the Arabic library. These of which include newly authored and translated books, as well as research exploring various dimensions of the film industry, criticism, documentation and analysis. Discussions are followed by a book signing session.

Tribute: Ibrahim Al-Hsawi 

The Festival honors acclaimed actor Ibrahim Al-Hsawi this year. The tribute includes a dedicated documentary, a seminar highlighting his contributions to Gulf cinema, and a retrospective screening of his work. 

ITHRA IN FILM

· 23 Saudi feature and documentary films that Ithra contributed to producing 
· Screened at 90+ regional and global festivals
· Winner of 30+ local, regional, and international awards
· 15 new Saudi productions announced at SFF 2024
Notable titles include:
· Wasati (2016) – Directed by Ali Al-Kalthami. A satirical short based on a true story of extremists interrupting a Riyadh play in 2006. Won Best Director and Best Foreign Film at Williamsburg Film Festival in the U.S.

· Is Sumiyati Going to Hell? (2017) – Directed by Meshal Al-Jaser. Told through a child's eyes, this short film exposes racial injustice toward domestic workers. Winner of Best Short at LA Indie Film Festival.

· I Can’t Kiss Myself (2020) – Directed by Ali AlSumayni. A psychological short exploring themes of identity and fame through the story of a man obsessed with his own image.

· The Valley Road (2022) – A dramatic exploration of isolation and connection in rural Saudi Arabia.

· Hajjan (2023) – Directed by Abu Bakr Shawky. A narrative centered on camel racing and brotherhood, celebrated for its visual storytelling.

· Joud (2018) – A cinematic experiment that tells its story entirely through visual poetry, without dialogue.

· Mera, Mera, Mera (2024) – Directed by Khaled Zidan. It explores the theme of identity through a surreal story set in Jeddah. The film participated at the Clermont-Ferrand International Short Film Festival, one of the most prestigious short film festivals in the world. 



SAUDI FILM FESTIVAL FESTIVAL IMPACT – IN NUMBERS

· 1,444 total film submissions (2008–2024)
· 2,162 unproduced scripts submitted
· 289 production market projects to date
· 155 awards distributed
· 155 media outlets covered the event
· 1330 TV and press reports published
· 198,452 festival visitors to date
· 90M+ social media views



For the full film screening schedule with dates and times, click here.
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