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Ithra at Seoul International Book Fair 2024 – factsheet

Introduction

The King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture (Ithra) is present in the 66th edition of the Seoul International Book Fair, taking place in Seoul, Korea, from June 26-30, 2024, with Saudi Arabia as guest of honor. Through its first ever presence in SIBF, Ithra aims to launch the Korean version of Al Mu’allaqat for Millennials book on June 26, 2024, in collaboration with the Saudi Literature, Publishing, and Translation Commission. The book is a collection of ten pre-Islamic Arabic qaṣīdahs (odes), each considered to be the best piece of the most famous Arab poets of the 6th century. The selection originally enjoys a unique position in Arabic literature, representing the finest of early Arabic poetry. Ithra’s version is intended to educate newer generations about the values of these ancient poems, and to share knowledge through language aimed at various reading levels.

· King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture (Ithra)
An architectural icon in the city of Dhahran, in Saudi Arabia’s Eastern Province, the King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture (Ithra) was created with the aim of supporting the growth of the knowledge economy in the Kingdom, and to build cultural bridges with the rest of the world’s cultures. The building covers an area of 80,000 square meters and consists of a four-story state-of-the-art library, the 18-story Ithra Tower, the Idea Lab, the free-standing Energy Exhibit, a five-gallery museum, a 315-seat cinema, a 900-seat performing arts theater, a 1600-square-meter Great Hall and the Children’s Museum.

· The Ithra Library
Ithra’s Library is a haven for readers, learners and lovers of books and knowledge. It is the first digitally integrated library in Saudi Arabia, and one of the largest public libraries in the region, offering over 340,000 books in English and Arabic. A dynamic place of learning and activity, the Ithra Library is designed to foster individual and collaborative learning while nurturing a love of reading, discovery and the pursuit of knowledge. The Library was nominated for IFLA’s Public Library of the Year 2022 Award.
The first floor contains a robust collection of books for children and young adults. The second floor includes poetry and literary collections, while the third floor offers books related to philosophy, science, technology and the arts. The fourth floor specializes in history, geography, and biographies.

· The Ithra Digital Library
The Ithra Digital Library offers more than 50,000 ebooks and audiobooks in English and Arabic, and over 7,000 newspapers and magazines. This golden opportunity is open to anyone based anywhere in the world; all they need to do is get the free Ithra Digital Library Membership.
Easy access to Ithra’s collection of ebooks and audiobooks is also available through the Libby App, where those who have the Ithra Digital Library Membership can easily borrow their favorite books. Ithra’s collection of newspapers and magazines, on the other hand, is available on the PressReader App, where those who have a free Ithra account can read & download their preferred newspaper or magazine.

· Ithra Publications
Ithra's role is not limited to designing cultural programs and promoting knowledge, but the Center also documents and presents them through printed and digital publications in various fields. These publications are the result of supporting and empowering entities, researchers and writers whose works enrich the creative and cultural communities in the Arab world.
Ithra has 25+ publications including the famous Muallaqat book which has been translated into six languages, and Al Hijrah: In the Footsteps of the Prophet, which is available in both English and Arabic. Ithra also produces a cultural magazine called Ithraeyat, a Saudi-driven platform with an expansive international outlook capturing the art scene and the culture of art by bringing together a mosaic of stories collected from across the Kingdom, the MENA region and beyond.






Ithra’s Launch of the Korean Version of “Al Mu’allaqat for Millennials”

Title: Korean Al Mu’allaqat for Millennials Book Launch
Day: June 26, 2024.
Location: Saudi Literature, Publishing, and Translation Commission Booth
Time: 12:30-1:00 PM
Description: Ithra is launching the Korean version of its book Al Mu’allaqat for Millennials in collaboration with the Saudi Literature, Publishing, and Translation Commission. The book consists of ten ancient poems that are considered some of the most classic poems in Arabic poetry. Ithra’s version aims to introduce these poems to new readers in the younger generation through easy-to-understand language.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The event will include an introduction by a representative from the Commission, an opening speech by Ithra’s Cultural Advisor, a speech by the translator, the book launch moment, a book distribution session, and a tour of the booth. 
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