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About Ithra
The King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture (Ithra) is a beacon of change in Saudi Arabia, and symbolic of KSA’s shift towards human energy based in culture, creativity and innovation. Saudi at heart and multicultural by nature, Ithra is a gateway to the Kingdom and a connection to the world. The Center creates new opportunities while preparing the next generation of original thinkers to lead in the creative and cultural industries. Ithra enriches lives and unlocks talent through a focus on cross-cultural experiences while encouraging the development of original content. The heart of the creative economy, Ithra offers purpose-driven programs and initiatives that support the Kingdom’s ongoing cultural transformation across the arts, sciences, culture and innovation.

The Design: 
The Ithra building, with its unique aesthetic, is an architectural masterpiece. 
· The building was designed by the Norwegian architectural firm, Snøhetta. It was inspired by the image of a collection of stones symbolizing unity and interconnectedness. 
· The building was designed with a purposeful expression of time: The Knowledge Tower stands for the future, the ground floor components represent the present, and the underground components preserve the past. 
· The Center has become an iconic feature in Dhahran’s skyline. The building and its facilities cover over 80,000 m2. The impressive structure includes the four-floor Library, 18-floor Ithra Tower, three-floor Idea Lab, Energy Exhibit, the five-gallery Museum, 315-seat Cinema, 900-seat Theater, 1,500 m2 Great Hall and Children’s Museum. 
· The 90 m tall building is a unique landmark of the skies of Dhahran.   
· The building is located at a poetic landmark, the site of the Kingdom’s first commercial oil well, the “Prosperity Well,” as the Center pays tribute to the wealth brought forth by the discovery of oil. 
· The King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture (Ithra) opened its doors to the public in 2018, a gift from Saudi Aramco to the people of the Kingdom. That year, Ithra was listed by Time Magazine as one of “the 100 greatest places in the world to visit.” The number of visitors in 2019 reached one million. 
· Ithra features a unique skin made of individually-bent steel pipes. 
· With the steel-pipe exterior set alongside the rammed-earth walls of Ithra’s interior plaza, the building combines the world’s newest and oldest architectural technologies to create a model of sustainability that was awarded Gold LEED status – Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, the world’s leading green certification – for its built environment

Five Pillars:
At Ithra, we aim to make a lasting impact on our audiences and ensure that we are inclusive.  

· Art: we focus on providing an art space for artists and creatives and broaden cultural horizons by providing global experiences and fostering talents and artists while supporting their experiences and supporting their practices towards the future.     
· Creativity: Ithra supports developing and supporting the creative field and the creative industries in the Kingdom through offering programs that highlight creatives to support critical thinking and innovation. Ithra also provides unique workshops and meetings with experts in many subjects in the fields of knowledge, culture and arts. 
· Knowledge: Ithra’s programs aim to invest in the next generations and their educational and professional development in addition to attracting qualified talents from all over the world through creating an educational platform to share knowledge and exchange thoughts. 
· Culture: Ithra champions Saudi culture on the global stage by providing programs and initiatives, and it offers many opportunities for Saudi audiences to have cultural experiences. The Center is keen to balance its programs and its vision, while highlighting the rich heritage of the Kingdom.  
· Community: Ithra’s programs aim to engage the public by providing interactive programs and initiatives that have something to offer all interests and age groups. The Center's internal and external programs provide many opportunities that encourage the public to participate in various fields

The Components: 
Ithra’s components include educational and cultural tools for both individuals and groups in many fields for all ages as follows: 

· The Library: Ithra Library contains over 300,000 volumes in both English and Arabic; arranged across four floors and covering an extraordinary range of themes, topics and genres to be a unique sample across cultural circles. The Ithra Library is the first digital and complete library in the Kingdom and one of the biggest libraries in the region.
· Idea Lab is a space to create new ideas and transform them into prototypes and marketable products. The Lab includes a state-of-the-art immersive studio, presentation and exhibition spaces, and a library that features 1600 materials with innovative ideas. The Lab offers 300 workshops annually dedicated to creativity and innovative projects. 
· Museum: the Ithra Museum is home to five galleries (Funoon, Ajyaal, Kunooz, Rehlaat and Aramcorama). The visitor starts with Saudi and international contemporary art, then continues to Saudi heritage, the art and culture of Islam, the diverse ecosystem and natural history of the Arabian Peninsula, and finally to Aramcorama which features historical highlights from the Aramco-oriented Archive. 
· Ithra’s Children’s Museum, the first of its kind in the Kingdom, is an immersive creative space that offers visitors up to age 12 exciting and interactive play-based experiences that help them to discover their sense-of-self and build their trust. 
· The 900-seat Theater hosts Saudi and international productions and performances, as well as programs such as the Short Play Competition.
· Ithra’s 300-seat Cinema offers Saudi films and cinematic productions and documentaries from all over the world. The Cinema is also a founding partner of the Saudi Film Festival. 
· Ithra Tower: The Ithra Tower presents the latest world developments in the fields of knowledge and thought. The Tower’s facilities host over 1,000 workshops annually in the fields of STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics). 
· Great Hall: The Great Hall consists of a large, column-free open space with a capacity of 2000 people. The walls of this beautiful and architecturally unique space are covered with copper panels. 
· The Energy Exhibit is located just 200 m from the Ithra building. Through traditional and interactive multimedia displays, it presents  visitors with the story of energy production in the Kingdom from its beginning to the present. The science environment encourages youth to learn and share experiences and thoughts in new and different ways.        

About Ithra’s contemporary art programming
The King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture (Ithra) is an active supporter of contemporary visual art. One of the Ithra Museum’s five gallery spaces is permanently dedicated to contemporary art. The exhibitions of contemporary art include Ithra-curated shows as well as open-call exhibits, partnered project and one of the largest art prize competitions in the world – the Ithra Art Prize awards up to $100,000 annually to an artist either from or working in an Arab country. Ithra highly values partnering for contemporary art programing: For example, Ithra partnered with the British Museum in developing Wasl, Ithra’s calligraphy-oriented inaugural exhibition of contemporary art; with L’Institut du Monde Arabe for 18 of the works in the photography-based Mara’ina; and worked with guest curator Venetia Porter and the Saudi Art Council’s annual 21,39 initiative to mount Amakin. A collecting institution, Ithra routinely commissions work for its exhibitions, both from established and emerging international and Saudi artists. Highlights of the contemporary collection include Giuseppe Penone’s largest-ever sculpture – The Source of Light – along with works by Michelangelo Pistoletto, Muhannad Shono, Robert Irwin, Lulwah Al-Homoud, Do Ho Suh, Robert Polidori and Nadia Kaabi-Linke’s E Pluribus Unum – A Modern Fossil, winner of the 2021 Ithra Art Prize.

About the Ithra Art Prize
Ithra is committed to igniting cultural curiosity, stimulating knowledge exploration and inspiring creativity, while encouraging and supporting the development of original content. The Ithra Art Prize is proof of this undertaking to empower the creative landscape in the Kingdom and beyond.

The Ithra Art Prize celebrates contemporary art and artists and aims to fund and promote them, and to offer them a global platform. Launched in 2017, the Art Prize was awarded to Saudi and Saudi-based contemporary artists in collaboration with Art Dubai for its first three editions. In its 4th edition the prize was unveiled with the Diriyah Biennale Foundation at the Kingdom’s inaugural biennale, and featured an expanded geographical footprint that included established contemporary artists from or based in one of the 22 Arab countries. 

The Ithra Art Prize is one of the most prominent art grants in the world, with the winner receiving $100,000 to bring their proposal to life. 

The prize invites artists to submit proposals via an annual open call, and a global panel of experts – including artists, curators, academics and art historians – picks the top proposal, and the winner then gets to create the piece. The 2023 winning artwork will be unveiled at Ithra over the summer, and will join Ithra’s permanent art collection. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Previous winners of the Ithra Art Prize are Ayman Zedani (2018), Daniah Al Saleh (2019), Fahad bin Naif (2020) and Nadia Kaabi-Linke (2021). 

About the 5th Ithra Art Prize winner, Adel Abidin
Adel Abidin is an Iraqi-Finnish artist living in Helsinki. He holds a BA in painting from the Academy of Fine Arts in Baghdad and an MFA in Time and Space Art from Helsinki’s Academy of Fine Arts. Abidin works across mediums to explore contemporary issues. 

Abidin’s intention is always to investigate the complex relationship between visual art, politics, memory and identity. He uses sarcasm and humor to gravitate towards different social situations dealing with elusive experiences and cultural alienation. 

Abidin’s cross-cultural background allows him to create a distinct visual language often laced with sarcasm and paradox while maintaining an ultimately humanistic approach.

About the previous Ithra Art Prize winners
Saudi conceptual artist Ayman Zedani was the inaugural winner of the Ithra Art Prize with his spatial installation Mēm. Saudi-born London-based Daniah Al Saleh won the second edition for Sawtam – a digital, audio-visual presentation based on the phonemes of the Arabic language. Saudi-based Fahad bin Naif won the third edition for his installation Rakhm, meaning “incubation” in Arabic. The architect and urban designer’s installation aims to conceptually preserve a nursery as both an urban typology and its “incubates” as an environmental micro-economy. Nadia Kaabi-Linke, a Tunisian-Ukrainian artist based in Berlin, won the fourth edition. Her winning artwork, E Pluribus Unum – A Modern Fossil, takes a reflective look at one of the effects of the global pandemic. Last year, Iraqi-Finnish artist Adel Abidin won the fifth edition of the Prize with his artwork ON which explored the intricate relationship between history, memory and identity.

5th edition of the Ithra Art Prize jury bios:

Dr. Andrée Sfeir-Semler (born in Beirut, Lebanon) is an art historian and gallery owner who founded her eponymous gallery in 1985 in Germany. Since 2003, the Sfeir-Semler Gallery has focused on contemporary art from the Arab world, opening its doors in Beirut in 2005 in a 1400m2 factory space in the harbor area. The gallery represents artists with highly relevant works, often expressing a sense of urgency, that record realities of regions that have been in turmoil for the best part of the last century, and that have been on the outskirts of the traditional art centers.
Andrée Sfeir-Semler studied fine art and film at the American University of Beirut. In 1975 she was awarded the DAAD German Academic Exchange Service scholarship, continuing her studies in art history at the Sorbonne with Pierre Bourdieu and at the universities of Munich, Bielefeld with Wolfgang Mager & Juergen Kocka, where she earned her PhD with a thesis titled The Painter at the Paris Salon: 1791-1880. 
Sfeir-Semler can be credited with opening the first white cube exhibition space in the Middle East (Sfeir-Semler Gallery, Beirut) and for launching internationally the careers of several highly regarded artists such as Etel Adnan, Mounira Al Solh, Yto Barrada, Walid Raad, Marwan Rechmaoui, Rabih Mroué, Wael Shawky and Akram Zaatari. 

Balqees Fakhro graduated from the University of San Francisco’s Lone Mountain College in the US with a bachelor’s degree in fine arts and art history in 1975. One of Bahrain’s most prominent artists, Fakhro has participated in numerous solo and group exhibitions locally, regionally and internationally since 1976. She has been recognized and awarded internationally, and her work has been acquired by such notable institutions such as the Bahrain National Museum; the Modern Art Museum of Jordan; the Arabic Modern Art Museum in Doha, Qatar; the Kinda Foundation of Saudi Arabia, which exhibited her works at the World Arab Institute in Paris; the Hamburg State House in Berlin, Germany; the Dubai Financial Center, UAE; the Abu Dhabi Investment House, UAE; and the Sheikh Ibrahim Center for Culture, Bahrain. 

Farah Abushullaih is the Head of Museum at the King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture (Ithra). She holds an MA in museum anthropology from New York’s Columbia University, and a BA in international business and intercultural communications from Aston University in Birmingham, UK. 
Abushullaih joined the Ithra team in 2012 as Lead Curator of the Great Hall exhibition space. During her time at Ithra, she has launched several programs and initiatives that greatly support the development of the Kingdom’s creative sector and provide a platform for cross-cultural engagement. She has curated and developed several local and international exhibitions in collaboration and partnership with distinguished institutions. Abushullaih has led bringing global art to the Kingdom, exhibiting works of art by renowned Norwegian artist Edvard Munch for the first time in the Middle East, as well as exhibiting the works of Leonardo da Vinci in Saudi Arabia for the first time. 
In 2021, she introduced the first immersive art exhibition in the Kingdom that addresses the topic of sustainability. Abushullaih also led the development of the local art scene and artists by working with a pioneering team to create the Ithra Bridges program, a series of creative and impactful programs that provided a platform for more than 50 Saudi artists participating in international exhibitions, including shows at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art and the Brooklyn Museum.

Murtaza Vali is a critic, curator and art historian based in Sharjah and Brooklyn. His ongoing research interests include materialist art histories, ex-centric minimalisms, ghosts and other figures of liminal subjectivities and repressed histories, the weight of color and contemporary art of the Indian Ocean littoral. A recipient of a 2011 Creative Capital | Warhol Foundation Arts Writers Grant for Short-Form Writing, he publishes regularly in various international art periodicals and in exhibition catalogues for non-profit institutions and commercial galleries around the world, including essays in forthcoming monographs on the work of Fahd Burki (Jameel Arts Centre/Mousse Publishing, 2023) and Seher Shah (Rizzoli, 2023). 
Vali is an Adjunct Curator at the Jameel Arts Centre in Dubai, where he curated the widely acclaimed inaugural group exhibition Crude (2018), which explored the relationship between oil and modernity across South West Asia. Other recent curatorial projects include: Proposals for a Memorial to Partition (2022-23), Jameel Arts Centre; Curator-at-large of Oh, Gods of Dust and Rainbows, FRONT International 2022: Cleveland Triennial for Contemporary Art (2022); (with Uzma Rizvi) Accommodations, the National Pavilion of Saudi Arabia at the 17th Venice Architecture Biennale (2021); and Substructures: Excavating the Everyday (2020-22), a series of exhibitions about “intimate infrastructures” in the Gulf at Warehouse421 in Abu Dhabi.

Dr. Ridha Moumni is an art and archaeology historian, currently Deputy Chair of Middle East and North Africa at Christie’s. He earned his PhD at Sorbonne University on Roman art, and was the first Tunisian fellow at the French Academy in Rome, the Villa Medici. Moumni has an academic and professional specialization in antiquity, early and modern art. He curated photographs and early modern and modern exhibitions and has published on collecting practice, art and nation building, and postcolonial cultural history in North Africa. Prior to joining Christie’s, he was an Aga Khan Fellow at Harvard University’s Department of Art History.

About the 6th edition of the Ithra Art Prize
The 6th edition of the Ithra Art Prize is presented in partnership with the Royal Commission for AlUla (RCU), responsible for preserving and developing AlUla. The thematic focus is Art in the Landscape, calling for submissions of public artwork proposals that are site-specific to AlUla and that present interpretations of the region’s unique landscapes and natural heritage. The winning artwork will be unveiled as a part of the  Arts AlUla Festival, on February 8. It will be exhibited in the AlUla Oasis for 6 weeks before joining Ithra’s permanent collection.

About RCU
The Royal Commission for AlUla (RCU) was established by royal decree in July 2017 to preserve and develop AlUla, a region of outstanding natural and cultural significance in north-west Saudi Arabia. RCU’s long-term plan outlines a responsible, sustainable, and sensitive approach to urban and economic development that preserves the area’s natural and historic heritage while establishing AlUla as a desirable location to live, work, and visit. This encompasses a broad range of initiatives across archaeology, tourism, culture, education, and the arts, reflecting a commitment to meeting the economic diversification, local community empowerment, and heritage preservation priorities of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 programme.

About Net Zero Exhibition
On 14th September, Ithra will launch Net Zero, a contemporary art exhibition that presents the artistic responses to the climate crisis of 16 international and 2 Saudi contemporary artists, providing a creative and educational platform to drive awareness of and engagement around the global transition to Net Zero. The curatorial practices and decisions will also prompt considerations about best practices in museums, as the exhibition is delivered using a number of carbon tracking and offsetting solutions.

About ACCIONA Cultura
ACCIONA is a global company and a leader in the provision of regenerative solutions for a decarbonized economy. Its business offer includes renewable energy, water treatment and management, eco-efficient transportation and mobility systems, resilient infrastructures, etc. The company has been carbon neutral since 2016. ACCIONA recorded sales of €11.2 billion in 2022 and has a business presence in more than 40 countries. acciona-me.com
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